PATHOLOGICAL CHANGES OF RENAL ARTERIES IN PATIENTS WITH RENAL CELL CARCINOMA.
Renal cell carcinoma is the ninth most common cancer in the world. It may have a varied microscopic appear- ance, and the most common histopathological type is clear cell carcinoma. The most common pathological changes of renal arteries are atherosclerosis and fibromuscular dysplasia (FMD). During histopathological evaluation of a kidney specimen containing carcinoma, the renal vein is routinely analyzed, while the renal artery is usually given little attention. Our stud- ies have shown that pathological changes of renal arteries are significantly more frequent in the group of patients with renal cell carcinoma compared with the control group and the group of patients with non-tumor kidney diseases. These relations led us to the conclusion that the onset of renal artery changes is not prior to the carcinoma or non-tumor diseases and that they are formed simultaneously or as a consequence. Further studies should be aimed at determining the incidence of these changes in a larger number of samples and the detection of their possible correlation with renal cell carcinoma.